78                   The Abode of Snow.

never required to descend below 10,000 feet, and very
seldom below 12,000; and, though travelling in the
months of the Indian monsoon, I met with hardly any
rain, and enjoyed a most bracing and exhilarating
climate, together with the great privilege of beholding
, the wildest, sublimest scenery of the Himalaya, and
making acquaintance with the most secluded and prim-
itive of its people.